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of the Legislative Assembly, and none of them have any claim
to be remembered in French history, except David, whose
greatness, however, was as a painter and not as a politician.
They were, on the whole, much older men than the members of
the Great Committee, Moyse Bayle, the youngest, being thirty-
three, while Vadier was lifty-seven and Lavicomterie sixty-one,
and their average age was forty-six; and, considering their
difficult and horrible functions, it cannot be wondered at that
Dusaulx should say that " the members of the Committee of
General Security had something the appearance of the old
lieutenants of police, and those of the Committee of Public
Safety some resemblance to the ancient ministers of state."1
In one thing, however, all twenty-four men deserve the greatest
honour. After holding absolute power, all who survived that
annus mi/rabilis retired poor; none profited by their position
to make money; and none, except David, whose position was
exceptional, Jean Bon Saint-Andre, who became a baron and
prefet of Mayence, Carnot, who accepted a command in 1815,
and Barere, bowed the knee to Napoleon.

The machinery of the revolutionary committees, which filled
the prisons of Paris, with the assistance and under the super-
intendence of the Committee of General Security, has been
described; the famous Revolutionary Tribunal, which partially
emptied those prisons and maintained the influence of the
Terror, has now to be examined2 It is with no idea of palli-
ating the flagrant injustice done by this tribunal that a
comparison must be drawn between its procedure and the
massacies in the prisons in September, 1792 Those massacres
were caused by the overcrowding of the prisons and the belief
of the republicans that the prisoners were numerous enough
to break out and murder their wives and children, and it must
be admitted that judicial murders are preferable to wholesale

1  Quoted in Aulard's Orateurs de la Legislative et de la Convention, vol.
h. p. 478.

2  The authorities on the Revolutionary Tribunal are Le Tulunal
IMiolutunwimie, by E. Campardon (2 vols.    Pans . 1868), and

dn Tnlinial Mwlutwiwaire, by H. Wallon (G vols,    Paris    1884).